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REF: BUENOS AIRES 7788 C281813Z SEP 84) 

1. - ENTIRE TEXT) 
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2. THE CRIMINAL FEDERAL COURT OF APPEALS HAS DECIDED 
TO TAKE CHARGE OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION CASES AGAINST 
MEMBERS OF THE FIRST THREE MILITARY JUNTAS. IN 
ANNOUNCING ITS DECISION TO INTERVENE IN THE CASES/ THE 
COURT SAID THAT THERE HAD BEEN "UNJUSTIFIED DELAYS" 

BY THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE ARMED FORCES. THE 
APPELLATE COURT RETURNED ALL OTHER CASES TO THE 
SUPREME COUNCIL FOR A PERIOD OF 180 DAYS. MEANWHIL** 

THE LOCAL PRESS REPORTS THAT TWO JUNTA MEMBERS/*** 
GENERAL JORGE VIDELA AND ADMIRAL EMILIO MASSERA/ WILL*** 
BE TRANSFERRED FROM MILITARY DETENTION TO A FEDERAL*** 
JAIL.*** 


3. COMMENT: THIS APPELLATE COURT ACTION MAY NOT 

IMMEDIATELY HARM THE GOVERNMENT'S RELATIONS WITH THE 
ARMED FORCES. THE MILITARY RECOGNIZE THAT MEMBERS OF 
AT LEAST THE FIRST TWO JUNTAS WILL EVENTUALLY BE 
SENTENCED FOR THEIR ROLES IN THE ACTIONS OF THE 
MILITARY GOVERNMENTS. (SEVERE SENTENCES BY THE 
CIVILIAN COURTS WOULD ANGER THE ARMED FORCES HOWEVER.) 
SINCE THE CIVILIAN COURTS WOULD HAVE LOOKED AT THE 
CRIMES OF THE JUNTA SOONER OR LATER, CIVILIAN 
PROSECUTION OF THE JUNTAS MAY BE AN ACCEPTABLE OUTCOME 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT WHICH WANTED TO KEEP ALL CASES IN 
MILITARY CHANNELS, BUT IS MOST CONCERNED THAT THE 
CASES OF MIDDLE-GRADE OFFICERS REMAIN THERE. IT 
REMAINS TO BE SEEN, OF COURSE, WHETHER THE APPELLATE 
COURTS WILL BE SATISFIED WITH THE SUPREME COUNCIL’S 
HANDLING OF THE CASES RETURNED TO IT WHICH CONCERN 
MIDDLE-GRADE OFFICERS. 
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